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https://www.vox.com/2020/8/25/21399479/caste-the-warmth-of-other-suns-isabel-
wilkerson-the-ezra-klein-show-race



Identifying Castes

• At a conference about abolishing castes in India


• She could identify the caste of the people there


• By their interactions


• Who feels entitled to interrupt others, explain what they 
just said, stand over them, etc.



Castes

• There is no such thing as "Caste"


• Only the plural "Castes"


• It's a dance of dominance and submission





It's Unconscious

• At a conference of people opposing the caste system


• It's still obvious who is dominant



American Hierarchy Terms

• In the last ten years, we have given names


• To this autonomic, inherited, unrecognized behavior


• Microaggressions


• Mansplaining, whitesplaining



Indian Castes

• Not physical


• Not based on phenotype


• observable characteristics of an individual 


• No clue for an outsider



Waking From a Dream



Indian Caste System

• Dates back thousands of years


• Four main castes, from Brahman to Untouchable


• Sacred text sets forth how each caste should be treated


• "Caste" is not an Indian word


• It comes from Portuguese explorers



Justification

• Religious


• God took the parts of the body and created the castes


• One caste comes from the head, another from the feet



Race

• A social construct


• Formed by European explorers


• Not originally connected to skin color


• That arose with the transatlantic slave trade



Biblical Basis



Righteousness

• Slaveholders and advocates of slavery felt godly


• They were doing God's work


• By subjugating, oppressing and torturing people


• On the basis of their lineage


• They felt they were righteous in keeping people 
subordinate



There are No Black People 
in Africa

• Africans do not see themselves as black


• Until they come to a place like the USA or the UK


• The bipolar system from the UK was brought to America



"Caucasian"
• A term coined in 1807 by a German anthropoligist based 

on a skull



Not Based on Color

• A Japanese man petitioned to be declared "white"


• Because his skin was whiter than other "white" people


• His case was rejected because


• White does not mean the color of your skin


• It's about how you would be perceived by a man on the 
street



Willie James Howard 
Lynching

https://www.pbs.org/harrymoore/terror/howard.html



The Lynch Mob did not  
Feel Evil

• Good fathers


• Good Christians


• Pillars of the community



Hidden Pillars

• You cannot see the pillars and joists in a house


• But they hold it up


• It is your duty as a member of the dominant caste


• To enforce the hierarchy you have inherited



Blackface

•Photo from 2008


•Candidate for the Kershaw County Council in 2018


•https://wach.com/news/local/kershaw-community-
outraged-by-photo-of-councilman-candidate-in-black-face





Racist 
photo 
from 
1984



Dehumanization

• They see themselves as decent and righteous


• They are good people upholding their inheritance


• They are on the right side of how humans should behave



https://
ridwanlaher.blogspot.com/
2007/06/fun-and-lynching.html



Subconscious
• Dehumanization becomes normalized


• Absorbed into the subconscious


• In order to survive in the world they are born into


• No one asks to be born into their caste


• Few people are able to break free


• "Breaking rank" or "breaking caste" has consequences



Upstanding People
• Path of least resistance


• Go along with the flow


• Accept the caste system you are born into


• Rise in it


• By becoming an upstanding person


• Who upholds the caste system better than others



Donald Trump



https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/trump-approval-ratings/



https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/09/27/why-comparing-
trumps-approval-with-past-presidents-doesnt-tell-us-much-about/



https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/24/trumps-
approval-ratings-so-far-are-unusually-stable-and-deeply-partisan/



https://www.axios.com/poll-most-republicans-think-
trump-lies-or-exaggerates-1513301822-4a6e7fd9-
e80a-47ef-892c-d8bfd2a760c6.html



https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2020/06/30/publics-mood-turns-
grim-trump-trails-biden-on-most-personal-traits-major-issues/



https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-34903577



Trump's Acceptance Speech in 2020





https://www.thedailybeast.com/teen-vigilante-kyle-
rittenhouse-killed-unarmed-kenosha-protester-who-
threw-plastic-bag-at-him-court-docs-say



https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/08/28/
kenosha-sheriff-aclu-protests-rittenhouse/




